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MINUTES OF BUSINESS MEETING  

EFCE WORKING PARTY ON DRYING 
Copenhagen, Denmark 

Thursday, June 12, 2008, 17:45 – 18:45 
 
 
 
 
Present delegates and guests: 
Dr. Robert Adamski (PL) 

representing Prof. Pakowski (PL) 
and Prof. Strumillo (PL) 

Dr. Odilio Alves-Filho (N) 
Prof. Antonello Barresi (I) 
Cris Beekman (NL) 

by invitation of Chairman 
Dr. Catherine Bonazzi (F) 
Mr. Paul Deckers (NL) 
Dr. Ioannis Evripidis (D) 
Prof. Istvan Farkas (H) 
Prof. Adrian-Gabriel Ghiaus (RO) 
Ir. Ian Kemp (GB) 
Reza Kharaghani (IR) 

by invitation of Chairman 
Dr. Angélique Léonard (B) 
Ass. Prof. Thomas Metzger (D) 
Prof. Antonio Mulet Pons (E)  
 also representing Dr. Rosello (E) 
Prof. Patrick Perré (F) 
Prof. George Saravacos (GR) 
Dr. Michael Schönherr (D) 
Prof. Stig Stenström (S) 
Prof. Evangelos Tsotsas (D)  
Dr. Henk van Deventer (NL) 
Mr. Michael Wahlberg (DK) 
Prof. Roland Wimmerstedt (S) 

Apologies for absence: 
Prof. Julien Andrieu (F) 
Dr. Christopher Baker (GB) 
Dr. Rainer Bellinghausen (D) 
Dr. Dietrich Gehrmann (D)  
Prof. Zdzislaw Pakowski (PL)  
Prof. Michel Roques (F) 
Dr. Carmen Rossello (E) 
Dr. Milan Stakic (SP) 
Prof. Czeslaw Strumillo (PL) 
   
Other delegates and guests not 
attending: 
Dr. Paul Avontuur (GB) 
Dr. Carl-Gustav Berg (FIN) 
Prof. Jean-Jacques Bimbenet (F) 
Prof. Stephan Ditchev (BUL) 
Dr. German Efremov (RUS) 
Prof. Trygve Eikevik (N) 
Prof. Gheorghita Jinescu (RO) 
Prof. Gligor Kanevce (FYROM) 
Prof. Markku Karlsson (FIN) 
Prof. Matthias Kind (D) 
Prof. Eli Korin (ISR) 
Prof. Ram Lavie (ISR) 
Jean-Claude Masson (F) 
Prof. Menshutina (RUS) 
Dr. Roger Renström (S) 
Prof. Ernst-Ulrich Schlünder (D) 
Dr. Alberto Sereno (P) 
Prof. Ingvald Strommen (N) 
Prof. Radivoje Topic (SP)  
Dr. Bertrand Woinet (F) 
Prof. Ireneusz Zbicinski (PL) 
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1. Opening remarks 
 
The Chairman opens the meeting and, in the name of all attendees, expresses his thanks to 
Niro and especially to Michael Wahlberg and his secretary Birgit Vardrup-Dahl for hosting 
and organizing an excellent two-day technical meeting. This symposium comprises not only 
thirteen oral presentations on current research and developments in industry and academia 
but also a visit to a waste incineration plant (see attached photo) and a guided tour through 
Niro company to see a plenitude of spray dryer applications. The two symposium participants 
who are not members of the WP, Cris Beekman and Reza Kharaghani, are invited to attend 
the business meeting. Greetings and apologies are conveyed from the members not able to 
attend; and especially from Prof. Pakowski and Prof. Strumillo who are at the same time 
busy at Lodz University in awarding Prof. Mujumdar an honorary doctoral degree and 
therefore sent Dr. Adamski as their representative. 

 
2. Formal approval of 2007 business meeting minutes 

 
The minutes of the meeting in Biarritz (May 24, 2007), which had already been circulated by 
email, are formally approved. Reference is made to a ChERD article (see attached file 
ChERDarticleWPDrying2007.pdf) reporting on the business meeting and European Drying 
Conference in honour of Prof. Roques. (Additional to the minutes, a WP newsletter on 
current issues had been circulated in November 2007.) 

 
3. Information on the EFCE (see also: http://www.efce.info) 
 
General Assembly Meeting (during ECCE-6 in Copenhagen, September 16, 2007): 
- Prof. Drahos and Prof. Garside were re-elected as President and Executive Vice-

President, respectively.  
- The WP on Thermodynamics and Transport Properties (Chairman: Dr. Economou, NCSR 

Demokritos, Greece) and the Section on Environmental Protection and Sustainability 
(Chairwoman: Prof. Kawalec-Pietrenko, Gdansk, Poland) held their inaugural meetings at 
ECCE-6. The WP Membrane Engineering transformed into a Section; and WPs on 
Industrial Rheology and on Filtration and Separation were wound up. 

- The Irish Branch of IChemE withdraws from the EFCE, but the Institute of Engineers of 
Ireland remains as an active member. No applications for membership have been 
received from Israel and Turkey since the acceptance of their Chemical Engineering 
societies in 2006. 

- A Task Group on EU Activities has been established and prepares a statement on the 
relevance and impact of chemical engineering on various industries for the FP8. 

- The Task Group on Public Relations has established the tool of Excellence Awards and 
assists in elaborating the details. It will develop recommendations for WP websites and 
include vacant academic positions on the EFCE website. 

- ECCE-7 will be held in Prague during the last week of August 2010, in conjunction with 
CHISA; and ECCE-8 might take place in 2011 to get back to the two-year schedule. 

 
EFCE Newsletter (February 2008): 
Dr. Feise (BASF, Germany) introduces himself as new Scientific Vice President and reports 
first impressions of the SWOT analysis (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats). 
  
SWOT analysis – Results and Action List (meeting at Frankfurt, February 29, 2008): 
- WP membership shall no longer be restricted to delegates nominated by societies but 

opened up to a broader audience (“elected members”). 
- WPs shall raise funds (e.g. out of surplus of conferences) to start new activities (prizes, 

invitation of lectures etc.) 
- EFCE statutes shall be revised to make procedures faster (e.g. delegate nomination). 
- An EFCE Management Committee (presidents, general secretaries) shall be installed. 
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- A complete Vision, Mission and Goals Statement of the EFCE must be generated (see 
attached file EFCEMissionStatement.pdf). 

- The contacts to Brussels authorities must be strengthened to “influence decision makers 
and opinion formers” (see above). 

- Individual EFCE membership (not via member societies) shall be installed. 
- Young people shall be attracted by actions complementing the Student Mobility Award. 
 
Working Party and Section Chairman Meeting (Paris, April 7, 2008; attended by Prof. Perré): 
- The EFCE has financial resources of more than 100,000 € (from membership fees and 

EFCE event attendance fees) that may be spent on travel grants, to develop WP 
activities and increase the visibility of EFCE. 

- A new WP on Alternative Energy Sources will be initiated (by Dr. Sophie Jullian, IFP, 
France) since this vast field must not be neglected; however, there is need to prioritize. 

- There is a major concern about sleeping delegates (normally election for 3 years with 
automatic prolongation). 

- Seven Excellence Awards are under preparation (among them the one in Drying). 
 
4. Membership 

 
New delegates: 
- Paul Deckers is congratulated for officially being industrial delegate from the Netherlands. 
- The official delegation letter for Dr. Bertrand Woinet (France) is still missing. 
Inactive delegate (no correspondence/attendance for more than three years): 
- Markku Karlsson (FIN). 
According to our rules, all present guests are re-approved for a period of three years. 
Inactive guests (for more than three years) are: 
- Prof. Ditchev (BG), who is removed from the list. 
- Prof. Kerkhof (NL), who has expressed the wish to be removed from the list. 
- Prof. Korin and Prof. Lavie from Israel; WP Chairman will use his contacts to Israeli 

researchers to find a solution towards active representatives of drying research in Israel. 
- Prof. Kind (D), who will also be contacted by the WP Chairman. 
Future membership: 
- Diana Mesa (Cork Institute of Technology, Ireland) has expressed interest in the WP and 

proposed her supervisor, Prof. Cilian O’Suilleabhain, as possible Irish delegate.  
- Prof. Saravacos continues his efforts towards nomination of a new Greek delegate. 
- Dr. Jean-Claude Masson (Rhodia, F) who was to be confirmed as new guest during this 

meeting, was unreachable to the WP Secretary. Any contact details are welcome. 
 
5. Activities of Working Party 
 
Excellence Award Drying 
The draft guidelines for excellence awards issued by the EFCE suggest that a (completed) 
PhD thesis or a (journal) publication in the field of drying which has been published during 
the three calendar years before the closing date (31 December) for nomination is eligible. 
The candidates must be in the early stage of their careers. To every nomination, two 
(additional) recommendation letters must be joined and in the case of a thesis, an extended 
abstract of maximally ten pages must be provided. From all eligible nominations, a WP 
subcommittee will choose up to five excellent candidates. The final decision is made by 
EFCE Scientific Vice President, WP Chairman and Chairman of WP Education. The award 
consists of a cash prize of 1500 €, a travel grant of up to 500 € for attending the symposium 
where the award will be presented, and a plaque/certificate. 
The new WP Chairman and his Secretary (see below) will contact the Public Relations Task 
Group to take advice on details so that the award can first be handed out at IDS 2010 in 
Magdeburg, Germany. Open issues concern a reasonable time schedule (announcement, 
nomination deadline, and decision period), the call for nominations (format, dissemination 
ways) and the certificate/plaque (production). 
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History 
There is a strong wish in the WP to get a record of WP history since its foundation in 1980. 
Ideally, it shall comprise a complete list of meetings and chairmen and a complete archive of 
minutes. It is clear that for achieving this goal, we must no longer wait or the information will 
finally be lost. Having already received a lot of material from former WP Chairman Prof. 
Coumans, the retiring WP Secretary starts a last effort to contact him on remaining 
(seemingly unimportant) documents. After that he will organize everything, make a list of 
what is still missing and ask all WP members for helping fill the gaps. Finally, some relevant 
historical information shall be put on the WP webpage which will be taken over by the new 
Secretary (see below). 
 
Book Series 
The second volume of the books series Modern Drying Technology (edited by WP Chairman 
Prof. Tsotsas and Prof. Mujumdar) has the title Experimental Techniques and is currently 
being edited. Many of the authors of the third volume Product Quality and Formulation being 
present, Prof. Tsotsas reminds them to set deadlines for submitting their contributions. 
 
6. Chairmanship 
 
Retiring Chairman Prof. Tsotsas has found an excellent candidate for the new Chairmanship: 
Prof. Perré is ready to apply for the position. During the vote, he is asked to leave the room. 
Everybody being very pleased with this proposal, he is elected unanimously (by all 16 votes, 
i.e. 13 present delegates plus authorized representatives for 3 absent delegates). Prof. Perré 
is asked to come back to the room and congratulated for his new function in the WP. He 
expresses his thanks for this sign of confidence, accepts to be Chairman for one period of 
three years and announces that his former PhD student Romain Rémond, who now holds a 
permanent position in LERMAB, will be Secretary. The issue is raised that Prof. Perré still 
has guest status in the WP, but he informs us that his delegation is due. In fact, it is being 
approved by the Société Française de Génie des Procédés in parallel to the WP meeting. 
Prof. Perré thanks the former Chairman and his Secretary for their successful running of the 
WP in the past years; the official handover of Chairmanship is scheduled for early autumn. 
 
7. Future business meetings 
 
An informal meeting shall take place during IDS 2008, November 9-12, Hyderabad, India. 
(Arrangements still have to be made with the organization committee in India.) The business 
meeting in 2009 is foreseen during the Nordic Drying Conference (in June); Odilio Alves-
Filho confirms that this conference series will be continued and that Iceland or, alternatively, 
Norway is discussed as location for next year. The business meeting in 2010 will take place 
at IDS 2010 in Magdeburg, Germany. 

 
8. Other forthcoming events 
 
Upcoming conferences related to drying are:  
- CHISA, August 24-28, 2008, Prague; 
- ECSM08 Sludge, September 1-2, 2008, Liège, Belgium (as already circulated by email); 
- 3rd DHTP, September 16-20, 2008, Tambov-Moscow (as already circulated by email); 
- International Symposium on Spray Drying of Dairy Products, April 15-17, 2009, 

Melbourne, Australia (deadline: October 1, 2008; communicated by Paul Deckers). 
Prof. Saravacos distributes the first announcement on the 11th International Congress on 
Engineering and Food, May 22-26, 2011, in Athens, Greece. 
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9. Miscellaneous 
 
WP Secretary reveals the conference secret about the unexpected links between Hans 
Christian Anderson’s Little Mermaid and spray drying:  
« The little mermaid, who has fallen in love with a human prince, needs to get rid of her ugly 
fish tail. A witch exchanges it to a pair of feet – at the price of her lovely voice. The deal is 
that the mermaid wins an immortal soul if the prince marries her; however, if he marries 
another woman, the mermaid will die after the wedding night instead of completing her 
mermaids’ life time of 300 years. It comes as expected: the prince weds another woman. But 
at the end of the wedding night, the mermaid throws herself into the sea; and as the sun 
rises above the waves, its warm rays fall on the cold foam into which the mermaid has 
turned, and the little mermaid becomes a daughter of the air instead of dying. » 
 
10. Closure of the meeting 
 
The meeting is closed and the group launches for a splendid dinner in the restaurant “Den 
Tatoverede Enke” where besides the very appealing menu an accompanying three-course 
“beer menu” is awaiting them. 



Technical and Business Meeting of EFCE Working Party on Drying, Copenhagen, 12 – 13 June 2008 

 
From left to right: Dr. Adamski (PL), Jun.-Prof. Metzger (D), Prof. Saravacos (GR), Dr. Evripidis (D), Prof. Mulet (ES), MSc Kharaghani (IR, behind), Dr. van 
Deventer (NL), Dr. Kemp (UK, behind), Dr. Wahlberg (Niro, DK), Dr. Alves-Filho (N), Prof. Tsotsas (WP Chairman, D), Dr. Schönherr (D), Prof. Barresi (I), 

Prof. Farkas (H, behind), Prof. Ghiaus (RO), Dr. Léonard (B), Prof. Wimmerstedt (S, behind), Dr. Bonazzi (F), Dr. Deckers (NL), Dr. Beekman (NL). 


