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Present delegates and guests: 

Dr. Odilio Alves-Filho (N) 

Prof. Julien Andrieu (F) 

Prof. Christopher G.J. Baker (GB) 

Prof. Antonello Barresi (I) 

Frank de Boeff, representative of Paul 

Deckers, (NL)  

Prof. Trygve Eikevik (N) 

Prof. Dr. Istvan Farkas (H) 

Ir. Ian C. Kemp (GB) 

Prof Stefan Jan Kowalski (PL) 

Dr. Ir. Angélique Léonard (B) 

Jun.-Prof. Thomas Metzger (D) 

Prof. Patrick Perré (F) 

Prof. Michel Roques (F) 

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Evangelos Tsotsas (D) 

Michael Wahlberg M.Sc. (DK) 

Prof. Ireneusz Zbicinski (PL) 

 

Appologies for absence: 

Prof. Matthias Kind (D) 

Prof. Antonio Mulet Pons (Spain) 

Prof. Zdzislaw Pakowski (PL) 

Emer. Prof. G.D. Saravakos (GR) 

Dr. Milan Stakic (Serbia) 

Other delegates and guests not attending: 

Dr. Ir. Paul Avontuur (GB) 

Dr. Rainer Bellinghausen (D) 

Dr. Carl-Gustav Berg (FIN) 

Dr. Catherine Bonazzi (F) 

Dr. German I. Efremov (RUS) 

Dr.-Ing. Ioannis Evripidis (D) 

Dr.-Ing. Dietrich Gehrmann (D) 

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Adrian-Gabriel Ghiaus (RO) 

Prof. Dr.Ing. Gheorghita Jinescu (RO) 

Prof. Dr. Gligor Kanevce (FYROM) 

Prof. Dr. Markku Karlsson (FIN) 

Prof. Eli Korin (ISR) 

Emer. Prof. Ram Lavie (ISR) 

Mr. Jean-Claude Masson (F) 

Prof. Natalia Menshutina (RUS) 

Dr. Roger Renström (S) 

Dr. Carmen Rosselló (E)  

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Ernst-Ulrich Schlünder (D) 

Dr. Michael Schönherr  (D) 

Dr. Alberto M. Sereno (P) 

Prof. Stig Stenström (S) 

Prof. Ingvald Strommen (N) 

Prof. Czeslaw Strumillo (PL) 

Prof. Radivoje Topic (SP) 

Dr. Henk C. van Deventer (NL) 

Prof. Roland Wimmerstedt (S) 

Dr. Bertrand Woinet (F) 
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1 Opening remarks 

The chairman opens the meeting and introduces Julien Colin, one of his PhD students. Romain 

Rémond who is the new secretary was not able to come. Julien Colin will act as secretary for this 

meeting. 

The chairman asks to the attendance to check their personal details on the address list. 

 

2 Formal approval of business meeting minutes 

The minutes of the meeting in Copenhagen (June 12, 2008), which had already been circulated by 

email, are formally approved by the audience. 

 

3 Information about EFCE 

A working party chairman meeting will take place on April 3, 2009 in Paris. The chairman will 

attend this meeting. 

The chairman received a call for award student mobility (the information is maybe on the website). 

This award is for students who spend at least one semester in an other institution. The call is open 

up to the January 1, 2009. The audience can still propose students. 

The chairman announces he is a new member of this federation. Up to now he was just a guest 

member of the EFCE working party on drying. It was required for him to full member to be 

chairman. There are now three French delegates (more than any other country). Nobody is sure if 

this breaks the rules of EFCE. 

 

4 Membership 

The delegates must be officially chosen by their national organisation. Concerning the guest 

members, the decision is left to the working party. But the common rule is that the guest members 

who attend a business meeting have their membership automatically extended for the next three 

years. 

 

Inactive guests: 

 Dr. Avontuur has been confirmed as guest in 2005. Since, he has never appeared and he 

has just apologized in 2005 and 2006. But he expressed his interest for the EFCE working 

party on drying. He obtained one year extension. 

 Dr.-Ing.Dietrich Gehrmann appeared in 2005 and apologized in 2008. He is retried. An 

email will be send to him to know if he wants to continue to be member. In case of 

negative answer or of absence of answer he will be deleted from the member list. 

 Jean-Claude Masson should have been confirmed. He never attended any business 

meeting. He was at the Biarritz conference but didn't attend the business meeting. He is 

officially nominated by France as delegate for industry. An email will be send to him to 

know if he wants to continue as guest member. In case of negative answer or of absence of 

answer he will be deleted from the member list and the Société Française de Génie des 

Procédés will be asked to send a new delegate from industry. 
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New guest members: 

 Jun.-Prof. Thomas Metzger is proposed by the chairman, namely for his excellent work as 

WP secretary. The audience votes unanimously in favour of him. 

 Prof. Stefan Jan Kowalski is proposed by the chairman. He is deeply involved since years 

in drying activities in Europe, including publication of books and special issues of journal 

and organisation of scientific events. The audience votes unanimously in favour of him. 

 

Congratulation to the new members. 

 

5 Activity of working party 

 

Website of EFCE working party on drying 

The website of EFCE working party on drying was host by the Website of Magdeburg University. 

All the information about the website was given by Jun.-Prof. Thomas Metzger to the chairman. 

Because it is not so easy to host a website and in order to avoid changes at each change of the 

Chairman, the chairman asked EFCE to host the website of the working party. EFCE will 

complete and maintain the website by themselves, provided they receive the information as pdf or 

doc files. 

 

Modern Drying Technology 

The book series "Modern Drying Technology" by Prof. Dr.-Ing. Evangelos Tsotsas. The project 

was initiated in the framework of the EFCE working party on drying. In the preface we can find 

the address list of the working party members. Many chapters where written by members of the 

working party. Volume one, Computational tools at different scales, was published in 2007. 

Volume two (Experimental Techniques) will be published in the following weeks after the 

meeting. Most chapters are now submitted for the third volume (Product quality and formulation) 

which must be published in 2009. The forth volume (Energy savings) begins to be prepared. The 

working party can contribute to the advertising of these books. Volume five (Process 

intensification), will end the series. 

 

IDS 2010 

The Magdeburg University will host the next IDS, October 3 to 6, 2010 (not on summer to avoid 

interference with ECCE). The flyers are printed. The accommodation and the conference will take 

place in the Maritim hotel. For the industrial participants, it will be possible to have a presentation 

without manuscript. Prof. Dr.-Ing. Evangelos Tsotsas and Jun.-Prof. Thomas Metzger belong to 

the organizing committee. The first goal of the committee is to have more industrial participation, 

the second goal is to raise the scientific level and the third goal is to get funds. IDS 2010 will 

certainly be an EFCE official event. So that EFCE will receive duty (10 to 15 € for each 

participant). 

 

Excellence Award in Drying 

Several years ago, EFCE proposed to establish excellence awards in different topics: each working 

party was invited to established awards if they wanted. The project of Excellence Award in Drying 

began last meeting. Since, the chairman has contacted EFCE and he prepared a draft from the 

layout provided by EFCE. The award can be delivered every two or three years. The chairman 

proposed each second year. The question of the event where this award will be delivered was 
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discussed. It will be delivered first in Magdeburg (IDS 2010). But then, the working party is 

supposed to organize a European Conference on Drying: the award is well fit for working parties 

who organize series of conferences what is not the case of the EFCE working party on drying. 

Concerning the choice of the awardee, it is a two stage process. As first steep, a five member 

committee is nominated whom email address will be communicated to EFCE: Odilio Alves-Filho, 

Julien Andrieu, Istvan Farkas, Evangelos Tsotsas and Ian C. Kemp. They will have to nominate of 

of them as President. This committee has to propose a short list of five candidates to be sent to 

EFCE. The awardee will be chosen among this short list by a jury which includes the working 

party chairman. The chairman will write a project of the Excellence Award in Drying and send it 

by email to the working party members. After reception of comments, the chairman will contact 

the EFCE for the official establishment of the award. 

 

European Drying conference 

The working party is supposed to organize a European Drying Conference to deliver the award. 

With which frequency this conference must be organized (one or two years)? The chairman 

proposes to organize this event every two years, in alternation with the IDS. The chairman 

expressed his wish not to see this event in competition with the other conferences organized by 

many European countries. The solutions proposed are: 

- To merge all conferences organised by different European countries (AFSIA European 

Drying Conference, Nordic Drying Conference, Polish Drying Conference...); 

- To put the EFCE label, every two years and alternately, to one of the existing conference; 

- To merge every conferences every four years in an only European Drying Conference, in 

alternation with conferences organized in different countries (also every four years); 

- To provide a session on drying during the ECCE event. 

 

The chairman of the EFCE working party on drying and the organizers of the AFSIA European 

Drying Conference, of the Nordic Drying Conference and of the Polish Drying Conference will 

correspond by email to choose one of these solutions. The first European Drying Conference will 

take place in 2011 or in 2013. Because of the label, duty will be paid to EFCE for each participant. 

In return, EFCE will advertise the event on its website, provides support for the Excellence Award 

in Drying and helps student mobility. 

 

6 Future of the drying 

Science is usually, and continues to be, organised by disciplines. It is therefore not so easy to have 

a strong domain organised as a multi-disciplinary approach, as is the field of drying. Nowadays, 

drying becomes a mature science. What would be the motivation today for young people to enter 

in our community, ensuring the future of R&D in drying ? To imagine this future, the chairman 

proposes to prepare a position paper which could be published, for example, in the Journal of 

Chemical Engineering. This point will be discussed during the next business meeting. 

 

7 Publication 

The chairman proposed to publish a series of books on drying to explain the basic principles 

devoted to both education and industry. This series could be written by the teacher belonging to 

the working party. The type of the work has to be decided. The Chairman proposes to edit text 
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books. It is also necessary to think about its circulation: Should it be printed or available on 

Internet?  

 

8 Next business meeting 

The next meeting will be scheduled during one of the following drying conferences organized next 

year in Europe: 

- AFSIA European Drying Conference, July, 2009, probably in Lyon; 

- 4
th

 Nordic Drying Conference, June 18 and 19, 2009 in Reykjavík (Iceland); 

- Polish Drying Conference, September 14 to 16, 2009 Lodz. 

 

The organizers of these conferences have to send an offer (one page of information) for the 

working party to the chairman before December 1, 2008. The chairman will transfer the offers to 

the members of the working party and the members will vote. 

9 Forthcoming events 

- 2
nd

 Congress of Green Process Engineering and European Process in Intensification: 

Venice (Italia), July 14 to 17, 2009; 

- 8
th

 World Congress of Chemical Engineering: August 23 to 27, 2009, Montreal, (Canada). 

 

10 Closure of the meeting 

The meeting is closed. The chairman thanks the members. "See you next time somewhere in 

Europe". 

 

 

 

 

 

Julien Colin and Patrick Perré 

 

Nancy, 27 February 2009. 


