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MINUTES OF BUSINESS MEETING  

EFCE WORKING PARTY ON DRYING 
Paris, France 

Thursday, May 12, 2005, 17.00 – 18.30 
 
 
 
 
Present delegates and guests: 
Dr. Odilio Alves-Filho (N) 
Prof. Julien Andrieu (F) 
Prof. Antonello Barresi (I) 
Dr. Rainer Bellinghausen (D) 
Dr. Catherine Bonazzi (F) 
Dr. German Efremov (RUS) 
Dr. Ioannis Evripidis (D) 
Prof. Istvan Farkas (H) 
Dr. Dietrich Gehrmann (D) 
Dr. Ian Kemp (GB) 
Dr. Angélique Léonard (B) 
Dr. Svetlana Goncharova,  

repres. Prof. Natalia Meshutina (RUS) 
Dr. Thomas Metzger (D),  

by invitation of the Chairman 
Prof. Antonio Mulet Pons (E) 
Prof. Zdzislaw Pakowski (PL) 
Prof. Michel Roques (F) 
Prof. Carmen Rossello (E) 
Prof. Stig Stenstrom (S) 
Prof. Czeslaw Strumillo (PL) 
Prof. Evangelos Tsotsas (D)  
Dr. Henk van Deventer (NL) 
Ir. Ruud Verdurmen (NL) 
 

Apologies for absence: 
Dr. Paul Avontuur (GB) 
Dr. Christopher Baker (GB) 
Prof. Jean-Jacques Bimbenet (F) 
Prof. Trygve Eikevik (N) 
Prof. Matthias Kind (D) 
Prof. Norvald Nesse (N) 
Prof. George Saravacos (GR) 
Dr. Milan Stakic (SCG) 
Prof. Ingvald Strommen (N) 
Prof. Radivoje Topic (SCG) 
 
Other delegates and guests not 
attending: 
Dr. Carl-Gustav Berg (FIN) 
Dr. Bojan Cermak (CZ) 
Prof. Stephan Ditchev (BUL) 
Prof. Anatoly Dolinsky (UKR)  
Dr. Patrick Ferlin (F) 
Prof. Gheorghita Jinescu (RO) 
Prof. Gligor Kanevce (FYROM) 
Prof. Markku Karlsson (FIN) 
Prof. Piet Kerkhof (NL) 
Prof. E. Korin (ISR) 
Prof. R. Lavie (ISR) 
Prof. Ernst-Ulrich Schlünder (D) 
Mr. Christian Schwartzbach (DK) 
Dr. Alberto Sereno (P) 
Mr. Tom Taylor (GB) 
Prof. Dimitrije Voronjec (SCG) 
Prof. Roland Wimmerstedt (S)
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1. Opening remarks 
 

The Chairman opens the meeting and expresses his satisfaction about the large number of 
attendants. He thanks – on behalf of all delegates and guests – Professor Andrieu and all 
other persons from the AFSIA for the good organization and the excellent hospitality.  

 
2. Formal approval of 2004 business meeting minutes 

 
The minutes of the meeting in Nuremberg (March 2004) were discussed and approved 
during the informal meeting in Sao Paulo (August 2004). This approval is formally confirmed. 

 
3. Information from the EFCE 

 
The Chairman has participated in the meeting of the Working Party and Section Chairmen in 
Frankfurt on April 11, 2005. He informs about: 
- New guidelines for working parties (draft distributed). Of immediate relevance for the 

WPD are the new regulations about secretaries of the working parties, the recognition of 
not only delegates but also guests by the EFCE, the regulation for renewal of 
appointments of guests every three years. The new guidelines will be approved by the 
general assembly in Glasgow. 

- Already existing Sections on “Separations”, “Food Engineering” and “Product 
Engineering”. Distinction between Sections and Working Parties is still unclear, with 
Sections being thematically broader, perhaps more appropriate for the preparation of 
proposals for IP and NOE, and less formal (membership on individual basis, no 
delegates). 

- Possible transformation of the WP “Environmental Protection and Sustainable 
Development” to a Section. Actions about a new WP or Section on “Process 
Intensification”. 

- Annual reports 2004 of the Working parties. In contrary to the WPD, some other working 
parties have not submitted a report. The Chairmen of such rather inactive working parties 
may be asked to report in Executive Board meetings. 

- Task group “Public Relations” with the goal of increasing the visibility of the EFCE. 
Student mobility awards belong to PR activities (http://www.efce.info/). 

- ECCE-6, to be held 16-21 September 2007 in Copenhagen (Chairman: Professor Gani). 
The WPD Chairman proposed topics on “Transport phenomena in porous media” and 
“Thermal processing of multifunctional and multi-scale products”, which will very well 
cover the field of activities of the WPD. He asks for strong participation. 

- Recommendations for Chemical Engineering Education in the EU (Bachelor and Master, 
“Bologna”), presented by Dr. Molzahn and available in electronic form. 

- European Chemical Engineering Directory (a data bank, where professionals may 
deposit individual information), presented by Dr. Novosad (http://www.eced.cz). 

- The European Process Safety Centre (founded by “Loss Prevention” WP, office hosted 
by IChE in Rugby / UK, working with industrial members with annual fees depending 
upon the size of the enterprise). 

- The official EFCE Journal, ChERD. Abstracts of the WP annual reports will be published 
there, after having being approved by the Chairmen. 

 
4. Proposal for a secretary of the WP 

 
WP secretaries help the Chairpersons in administrative and organizational tasks. Professor 
Tsotsas proposes Dr. Thomas Metzger as the new WPD secretary. Before joining the group 
of Professor Tsotsas in Magdeburg, Dr. Metzger has obtained a diploma of Physics from the 
University of Tübingen (1999) and a PhD from the University of Nancy (2002) on transport 
phenomena in granular media. Dr. Metzger is unanimously confirmed as the WPD secretary. 
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5. Membership 
 

Resignation: 
- Ir. Karl Anthonissen had informed the Chairman about his resignation as industrial 

delegate from Belgium. The WP accepts the resignation and joins the Chairman in 
thanking Karl for his participation and contributions. 

Inactive delegates: 
- Professor Marinos-Kouris (GR) has neither appeared nor contacted the WP for many 

years, and is consequently removed from the membership list. The Greek colleagues are 
preparing the nomination of Dr. Krokida as new delegate from Greece. 

- Professor Sazhin (RUS) has been inaccessible for years – probably retired – and is 
removed from the membership list. 

- Dr. Sorensen (DK) is inaccessible for years. He is removed from the membership list. 
- Professor Dolinsky (UKR) has neither appeared nor contacted the WP for many years. 

Dr. Efremov will make a final try to find out about his plans. In case of Professor Dolinsky 
not appearing in the next business meeting, he will be removed from the membership list. 

New delegates: 
- The WP members cordially welcome Dr. Rainer Bellinghausen as a new delegate from 

Germany (official delegation letter still expected). 
- The WP members cordially welcome Ir. Ruud Verdurmen as a new delegate from the 

Netherlands (official delegation letter still expected). 
- The WP members cordially welcome Professor Carmen Rossello as a new delegate from 

Spain (official delegation letter still expected). 
New guests: 
- The WP members welcome Dr. Paul Avontuur as a new guest from Great Britain. 
- The WP members welcome Dr. Christopher Baker as a new guest from Great Britain. 
- The WP members welcome Prof. Trygve Eikevik as a new guest from Norway. 

Change of status: 
- Due to the delegation of Dr. Bellinghausen, Dr. Dietrich Gehrmann changes status from 

delegate to guest. 
- Dr. Angélique Léonard (Belgium) from guest to delegate (Chairman will clarify still open 

formalities of delegation). 
All present guests are automatically reapproved for a period of three years. 

 
6. Exchange of information about EU projects 
 
The Chairman is aware from the EFCE about a NOE on nano-membranes in the 6th 
Framework. Individual WPD members participate in 6th Framework IP second stage 
proposals about bioactive packaging of foods, and the agriculture and food engineering of 
apples. Applications for “European Platforms”, which require initiative by the industry, are on 
the way or in discussion in the fields of sustainable chemistry (dominated by chemists), 
membrane engineering, separations, and process intensification. 
 
The problem of not sufficient support of chemical engineering research by the EU is still 
seen. Ideas about WPD activities towards some proposal on training and mobility (MC) are 
expressed, but inhibited by the fact that no member of the WPD has volunteered for the role 
of the “front runner” for such a proposal. 
 
The Chairman renews his request of keeping him informed about any EU activity by the 
members. He asks everyone to keep their eyes open concerning the 7th framework, the draft 
of which is already published. 
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7. Discussion on further common activities, e.g. book on “Advances in Drying” 
 

A series of edited books reflecting the scientific activities of the WPD is positively seen. The 
series, with perhaps one volume every two years, could be under the general title of 
“Advances in Drying”, which has already been used previously by Professor Arun Mujumdar. 
Every volume should be thematically very well focused, and include only “cutting edge” 
results in terms of science or practice. International experts not belonging to the WPD may 
be asked to contribute. The theme (subtitle) of the first volume might be “Multiscale 
approaches in drying”. The Chairman will talk with possible publishing companies and 
attempt to further develop the idea. 

 
8. Business meeting 2006 

 
The business meeting 2006 will take place during the 15th International Drying Symposium, 
20-23 August, Budapest, Hungary. The precise time will be announced later.  
Further business or technical meetings might be hosted by the national meeting of the Dutch 
drying community in 2007 or the ECCE-6 in Copenhagen. 

 
9. Other forthcoming events 

 
- 3rd Nordic Drying Conference, 15-17 June, 2005, Karlstad, Sweden. 
- ECCE-5 and World Congress of Chemical Engineering, 10-14 July, 2005, Glasgow, 

Scotland. 
- 11th Polish Drying Symposium, 13-16 September, 2005, Poznan, Poland. 
- 2nd International Technical-Scientific Conference “Energy-Saving Technologies for 

Drying, Hygro-Thermal and Thermal Processing”, 11-14 October, 2005, Moscow, Russia 
(http://www.drying-kommittee.narod.ru, efremov_german@mail.ru). 

It is discussed, where to conduct an informal meeting of the WPD, and decided to carry out 
such a meeting at Poznan. Professor Tsotsas can not manage to attend, but the WPD 
Secretary will be present and hold the informal meeting with the help of the local organizers. 

 
10. Miscellaneous 

 
Professor Farkas informs about the advances in organizing IDS 2006 in Budapest. All further 
information on the conference as well as electronic submission (and later reviewing) of 
papers will become available by the IDS website. Since the question of proceedings (fully 
printed / CD-ROM plus printed abstracts) is still open, Professor Farkas asks the assembly. 
The opinion of the assembly is divided, but slightly in favour of the CD-ROM. Unanimously, 
the need for an ISBN is expressed. Furthermore, Professor Farkas informs about a possible 
drying course for PhD students just before the symposium; and he questions the assembly 
on his plans for an industrial session. The concept of oral presentations with no need of 
contributing a scientific paper, which would have to be subject to reviewing, is approved. On 
request of Professor Farkas, the Chairman will ask the EFCE office about the application 
procedure for an EFCE-number for the IDS. 
 
Dr. Alves-Filho informs about the forthcoming Nordic Drying Conference in Karlstad which 
will have a strong participation from industry. To respect the companies’ policy of 
nondisclosure, only open information is included in the presentations of the industrial session 
and will be part of the proceedings. 
 
The Polish members inform about the Polish Drying Symposium in Poznan which will, for the 
first time, have English as the official conference language. 

 
11. Closure of the meeting 
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The Chairman closes the meeting, and the assembly gratefully accepts the dinner invitation 
by ASFIA chairman Professor Andrieu. 


