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An informal meeting of the Working Party had been scheduled on September 17, 2007, at 
ECCE-6 in Copenhagen. Due to low attendance, the meeting has been very informal. 
Therefore, we opted for deciding on the venue of the next meeting on the basis of an email 
poll and circulating the result and other relevant information by this newsletter. 
 
1. Technical and Business Meeting at Niro, Copenhagen, June 12/13, 2008 
 
Upon suggestion of Ian Kemp and thanks to arrangements taken by Michael Wahlberg, we 
are able to hold our next meeting at Niro, Copenhagen. After email questioning of the WP 
members a significant attendance of the meeting should be guaranteed for the date chosen, 
namely June 12/13, 2008, which justifies holding a combined technical and business 
meeting. We appreciate very much the invitation of Niro which will include conference 
facilities including lunch and coffee breaks, plus some help concerning hotel booking, local 
transport and administrative tasks. 
The core of the meeting with a tour of the company, a limited number of scientific 
presentations and the business meeting will be from noon of June 12 till noon of June 13. 
Possibly, another activity, e.g. the visit to a production site with operating Niro equipment, will 
be organized directly adjoining this core (i.e. in the morning of June 12 or in the afternoon of 
June 13). An invitation to technical contributions (oral/poster) and the exact time schedule 
will be circulated in due time. All WP members are kindly asked to block the date in their 
agenda and stick to their commitment of attending the meeting. 
 
2. Information from the EFCE 
 
In September 2007, we received the first electronic newsletter of the EFCE and in October 
2007 an email by Executive Vice President Prof. Garside which contained the following 
important information: 
• Changes of Chairmanship in Working Parties on 
Mechanics of Particulate Solids: from Dr. Feise to Prof. Poletto, University of Salerno, Italy. 
CAPE: from Prof. Gani to Prof. Kraslawski, Lappeenranta University of Technology, Finland. 
Fluid Separations: from Prof. Darton to Dr. Sorensen, University College London, UK. 
Comminution and Classification: from Prof. Forssberg to Prof. Heiskanen, Helsinki University 
of Technology, Finland. 
and in Section on Food: from Prof. Schubert to Prof. Knorr, University of Berlin, Germany. 
• The new EFCE Working Party 
on Thermodynamics and Transport Properties held its inaugural meeting at ECCE-6. Among 
its major objectives is to promote thermodynamic, transport and physical property 
measurements, correlations, predictions, and simulations in academia and industry. 
 
 



 2

• EFCE Awards 
During ECCE-6, Prof. Eigenberger (Germany) has been awarded the Jacques Villermaux 
Medal 2007; Dr. Evans (UK) received the Honorary Membership to the Federation; and 
Student Mobility Awards have been given to Mr. Daniel Weber (Germany), Mrs. Stefanie 
Demming (Germany) and Mrs. Ana Carvalho (Portugal). 
The call is open for nominations for the Excellence Award in Recognition of an Outstanding 
PhD Thesis on CAPE 2008; the candidate’s thesis must have been defended during the two 
calendar years preceding the nomination deadline of 31 December 2007.  
Similar Excellence Awards will be established for every Working Party and Section (see 3.). 
• EFCE e-newsletter 
An electronic newsletter has been introduced in September 2007. Three to four issues per 
year shall provide an improved way to circulate Working Party and Section activities. 
• Events 
CHISA 2008 will take place in Prague, 24-28 August 2008. During this conference, a one-day 
Symposium on Balancing Safety and Environmental Targets in Industry is organised by Dr. 
Suter, Chairman of WP Loss Prevention (abstract submission until 30 November 2007). 
The 8th World Congress of Chemical Engineering will be held in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, 
23-27 August 2009, with the overall theme Challenges for a Changing World. 
 
3. Excellence Award in Drying 
 
As for all other Working Parties and Sections, the EFCE will provide funding for us to make 
an Excellence Award in Drying. It shall be awarded to one PhD thesis or publication every 
(two to) three years (at an international conference of the Working Party) and comprises 
1500 EUR plus a travel grant of up to 500 EUR. The exact rules have to be defined by the 
Working Party on the basis of the draft guidelines (see Appendix) and approved by the 
EFCE. Specifically, an award committee has to be set up which will decide on the 
nominations. At our meeting in Copenhagen 2008, we will take all those necessary 
preparations. The first award will then probably be handed over at IDS 2010 in Magdeburg, 
Germany. 
 
4. EFCE Support for attending Working Party Meetings 
 
The EFCE offers up to 300 EUR for every Working Party and Section in order to assist WP 
members from member countries that find it difficult to attend WP Meetings for financial 
reasons. Since the WP Chairman has to apply for such support at the EFCE, he would like to 
know who might need such assistance to attend our next meeting in Copenhagen. 
 
5. History of the Working Party 
 
The invitation of the Chairman to present the activities of the WP on Drying as a positive 
example to the EFCE Executive Board in March 2007 had raised the question about our 
history which starts back in 1980. By now, with the help of many WP members, and 
especially former Chairman Jan Coumans, we have gathered an almost complete list of past 
Chairmen and meetings, including many minutes. We decided to make this information 
available on the WP homepage in order to show and help to honour the contributions of past 
members to make the WP what it is today – a wide and active scientific community. 
 
6. Progress concerning the book series Modern Drying Technology 
 
The first volume of Modern Drying Technology (Computational Tools at Different Scales) has 
been launched by Wiley at their stand at ECCE-6. The book series had been initiated by WP 
Chairman Prof. Tsotsas (who is co-editor with Prof. Mujumdar) and is a real achievement of 
the Working Party as a whole, with its members being authors of most of the contributions. 
The book is used to promote the WP on Drying by clearly pointing out its important role for 
the series in the preface and by including the complete address list of WP members. 
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Currently, the contributions to the second volume on experimental techniques (to appear in 
2008) are finalized, and the author contracts for the third volume on product quality and 
formulation are prepared. 
 
7. Miscellaneous 
 
The World Chemical Engineering Council approached us in their search for important 
publications to the field of sustainable development in chemical engineering. Since our WP 
has no position paper on this issue, but several WP members work on related topics, we 
would like to collect relevant papers and publications on energy savings and process 
intensification, gather them and send the material to the WCEC. To this purpose, we have 
recently circulated an email to the WP members asking for their input. We would like to thank 
those who have already responded and ask the others to consider this issue once again. 
 
 
We hope that by the present newsletter we have appropriately bridged the gap until our next 
meetings at Niro in Copenhagen (June 12-13, 2008) and at IDS in Mumbai (November 2008) 
and look forward to seeing many of you at these occasions, 
 
 
Thomas Metzger and Evangelos Tsotsas 
 
Secretary and Chairman of the Working Party on Drying 
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Appendix 1:  Draft Guidelines for EFCE Excellence Awards 
 
 

EFCE Excellence Award in xxxxxxxxx 
 
The EFCE presents a triennial (once every three years) Excellence Award to recognise a PhD 
thesis or papers published in the preceding three-year period, which demonstrate an outstanding 
contribution to research and/or practice in xxxxxxxxx. This document describes how this award 
series will operate and the rules and procedures governing nomination and selection of 
candidates. 
 
The award will comprise: 

• A plaque/certificate 
• A cash award of €1500 
• A travel grant (not exceeding €500) to attend the xxxxxxxx Symposium where the award 

will be presented 
 
The award will be presented during a Plenary Session of the triennial xxxxxxxx Symposium.  
 
The first EFCE Excellence Award in xxxxxxxx will be presented at the xxxxxxxx Symposium to be 
held on xxxxxxxx.  PhD theses or papers published between xxxx and xxxx may be nominated for 
evaluation, with a closing date of 31st December 200x. 
 
Eligibility 

• The award is presented to researchers or engineers in the early stage of their careers, 
who have made excellent contributions to xxxxxxxx in the process industries. 

• Nominations may be submitted by 
o PhD supervisors at a PhD-awarding institution in an EFCE member country, or 
o Members of a national or regional member association of EFCE 

• Self-nominations are excluded 
• No more than one nomination can be submitted by the same person 
• The nominated PhD thesis or publication must address a topic relevant to the field of 

xxxxxxxx. 
• The nominated PhD thesis or publication must have been published during the three 

calendar years preceding the closing date for nominations. 
• The nominated PhD thesis must have been completed and published and the PhD 

degree examined and awarded. 
 
 
Nomination procedure, supporting documentation and closing date 

• Nominations should be submitted as PDF files via email to the "EFCE xxxxxxxx Award 
Committee" (honndorf@dechema.de). More details can be found at http://www.xxx 

• Supporting documentation: nominations should be submitted as a single package and 
must contain the following information: 

o Name and address of nominee 
o Name and address of nominator 
o Title of the publication 
o Date work commenced 
o Two letters of recommendation (no more than two pages each), from two 

independent referees outlining the key contribution to xxxxxxxx and stating 
clearly why the contribution is considered to be truly outstanding and thus 
deserving the Excellence Award. 
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o In the case of nominating a PhD thesis an extended abstract in English 
(maximum 10 pages) containing the following information must be included: 

 summary, 
 problem addressed, 
 state of the art, 
 key innovations, 
 applications, implementations and results, 
 references. 
 Upon request a copy of the thesis, as published (this will be returned 

after the evaluation is completed) 
Note that all of the above documentation must be submitted together as a complete 
package. Except for the PhD thesis, all other documents should be submitted 
electronically. PhD thesis should be sent only when requested. Nominations which 
do not conform to these requirements will be rejected. 

 
• Deadline: nominations must be submitted to reach the Excellence Award Committee no 

later than December 31st of the year before the xxxxxxxx Symposium. Late nominations 
will be rejected. 

 
Evaluation procedure and timing 
The evaluation will be a two-step process: 

• Step 1: a sub-committee of the EFCE xxxxxxxx Working Party will review all the eligible 
nominations and produce a short-list of up to 5 candidates 

• Step 2: the EFCE Scientific Vice-President, the Chairman of the Working Party, and the 
Chairman of the Education Working Party will review the short-listed candidates and 
make the final decision 

The decisions of these committees are final and no discussions of any kind will be entered into. 
 
Publication of selected work 
The successful candidate will be invited to make a presentation at the xxxxxxxx Symposium at 
which the Award is presented. The presentation will be published in the processing of the 
Symposium. 
 
 


